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VERSO’s Importance to Virginia CTE Educators

	VERSO: What does it contain?
	
	Why is each VERSO element important to you?

	Task/Competency Lists 
	
	In a given CTE course, all tasks/competencies marked with a bullet are considered essential by the state and are required to be taught everywhere in Virginia that the course is offered. Identification of essential competencies is based on considerations such as industry certification requirements, state licensure requirements, national professional/educational standards, recommendations from Virginia business/industry panels, and recommendations from experienced Virginia teachers.



	Related Standards of Learning
	
	In accordance with Governor Warner’s 2003 CTE initiative, all Virginia CTE tasks/competencies have been crosswalked to related SOL. These crosswalks have been validated statewide by both CTE teachers and academic teachers in Virginia. Local school divisions welcome CTE reinforcement of SOL instruction and many school divisions require their CTE teachers to correlate their course tasks with the academic standards. Even though the correlation has been done for you here, on the local level you are encouraged to show additional SOL connections that result from classroom activities, assessment methods, interdisciplinary projects, and other local variables.



	Industry Certifications/State Licensure
	
	In accordance with Governor Warner’s 2003 CTE initiative, the Virginia Department of Education has identified industry certifications and/or licensure requirements with many Virginia CTE courses. When a student enrolls in a CTE course of study and meets the corresponding state-approved requirements to earn certification or licensure prior to graduation, the student may be eligible for verified credit for the CTE course(s).



	Student Competency Records
	
	Federal and state regulations require a record-keeping system to be in place for student performance in all CTE courses. In VERSO, the student competency records (SCR) have Word fill-in fields, which allow the teacher to maintain a local record of each student's achievement. Also, students may present completed forms to prospective employers as a validation of the skills and knowledge they have mastered in school.



	Workplace Readiness Skills
	
	The Workplace Readiness Skills listed in VERSO are required by the state to be taught in every Virginia CTE occupational course at the high school level. These skills have been validated statewide by Virginia business and industry representatives.



	All Aspects of Industry
	
	Required by federal Perkins legislation, All Aspects of Industry are included in every high school CTE task list to give students the “big picture” of the business/industry they are studying. 



	Task Definitions
	
	Task definitions spell out what a student should do in order to demonstrate task mastery. Having teacher writing teams define tasks at the state level means that tasks statements are interpreted the same way throughout Virginia. Consistency of task list and task definition offers students the benefit of mobility from school to school within the state. It also offers more mobility for students who participate in dual enrollment programs with postsecondary institutions. 



	National Professional/Educational Standards
	
	When Virginia’s CTE courses are correlated with national professional or educational standards, students benefit from a broader-based validation of their high school coursework. This is especially important for students who may move out of state.



	Student Organization Contests/Events
	
	Participation in CTE co-curricular student organizations is required of all students enrolled in secondary-level CTE courses in Virginia. VERSO correlations with student organization events help teachers maximize the interface between course content and student organization activities/events.  



	Leadership Development Expectations
	
	Although not required by the state, Leadership Expectations were developed in Virginia by a combination of state leaders and teacher writing teams. They present opportunities for leadership development, especially in conjunction with co-curricular student organization activities and events.



	Computer Technology Standards of Learning for Grade 12
	
	Along with the academic SOL, Virginia has identified Computer Technology SOL that students should attain at grade levels 3, 5, 8, and 12. Because they require high level computer skills, many CTE courses play a significant role in ensuring that Virginia’s students have these technological skills needed in the workplace and on the college campus.



	Process/Skill Questions
	
	Writing teams composed of experienced teachers from across the state develop process/skill questions that can help students acquire critical thinking and problem-solving skills. These questions can also lead to reinforcement of academic skills and knowledge. 



	Collaborative Lesson Ideas
	
	Developed by teachers from throughout Virginia, collaborative lessons offer ways for CTE teachers to team with academic teachers and other CTE teachers to expand the students’ horizons by applying skills and knowledge to real-world situations. The interdisciplinary lessons also encourage added reinforcement of Standards of Learning instruction and help academic teachers appreciate the rigorous content of CTE courses.
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Visit our site at http://cteresource.org.

Contact us at info@cteresource.org.
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